Organizer’s Reading List


These books give both the history and the skill of worker organizing.


AFL-CIO, Construction Organizing (used at The National Labor College)

H.L. Bissinger. A Prayer for the City (chapters 6-9) Detailed description of a union disruption campaign in the public sector.

Boyer and Morais. Labor Untold Story. An exciting history which can be passed out to    workers on a campaign

Brecher and Costello. Building Bridges: The Emerging Grassroots Coalition of Labor and Community. Great examples of the broader workers movement.  Out-of-print

Michael Jacoby Brown. Building Powerful Community Organizations

Suzan Erem. Labor Pains. Autobiography of a young organizer

Fee, Shopes and Zeidman. The Baltimore Book

Laurie Graham. On the Line at Subaru-Isuzu. Describes the opening and hiring process at a transplant, with great insight into the obstacles to organizing

Ben Hamper. Rivethead. How workers organize themselves in informal networks

Homer Hickham. October Sky. Because every organizer needs a break

Jayaraman and Ness. The New Urban Immigrant Workforce: Organizing Innovations
Juravich and Bronfenbrenner. Ravenswood: The Steelworkers Victory and the Revival of American   Labor. The 1990 corporate organizing campaign involving the infamous Marc Rich.

Joyce Kornbluh. Rebel Voices. A history of the methods and organizing culture of the IWW.
Henry Kraus. The Many and the Few. A history of organizing the UAW-GM sit-down  strike in Flint, MI. You should also check out Janice Hassett. “Never Again Just A Woman (on the net) which claims that Kraus unfairly treated the importance of women during the sit-down strike

Marty Levitt. Confessions of A Union Buster. The Master. Belongs on every organizers bedside table (there are also videos of this guy)

Lucky Luciano. Autobiography. A master organizer 

Staughton Lynd. We Are All Leaders. A collection of essays on “community unionism.”

                                          Rank and File. Oral history interviews of early organizing

Jack Metzger. Striking Steel. The importance of unionism today, focused on the 1959 steel strike

Jonathan Rosenblum. Cooper Crucible. The Phelps-Dodge strike

Schlossberg & Scott. Organizing and the Law. Very thorough but out-of-print. 

Ellen Schrecker. Many Are The Crimes. A history of red scares and their effect on unions and workers culture today

Barbara Wertheimer. We Were There: The Story of Working Women in America. Title tells it all. Out-of-print

Numbers That Count—now out-of-print, this manual from the AFL is an excellent outline of internal organizing

