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B & O ran from Baltimore, home of the company’s main offices, to Camden Junction (south of Baltimore4 City, not to be confused with contemporary Camden Yards) to Cumberland to Keyser, WVA, to Martinsburg to Newark, OH to St. Louis, in the south, and to Chicago in the north

The B & O was not only a significant employer of immigrants but a major transporter—Locust Point piers were built by the B & O in 1868 to disembark immigrants from Europe, some of whom stayed in Baltimore and some of who rode the B & O to other destinations

Irish immigration was encouraged to build B & O and C & O Canal—also worked at places like Maryland Sugar Refinery at O’Donnell’s Wharf, as the city was the center of sugar refining in the US


1873-1877—after the Panic, workers endured a drop of 

· 45% ($55/month to $30) for the firemen;

· 58% ($70 t0 $ 30) for the brakemen and

· 45% ($90 to $ 50) for the conductors


In Martinsburg, a Trainman’s Union, including all of the workers in an industrial union, led by Robert Ammon


Suffered the usual stretch outs, erratic employment, high prices at company hotels—lived in horrible conditions—Zinn maintains that 139 babies died in the first week of July, 1877 because liquid sewerage ran through the streets

On July 11, after a routine board meeting, the wage cut was announced, to take effect on July 16, 1877

July 16 (Monday)—40 workers in Baltimore left the trains spontaneously, and scabs appeared by strikers refused to let them work. 
Assembled at Camden Junction where one engineer deserted the train and Mayor Ferdinand Latrobe, whose family had been associated with the B & O, ordered the arrest of three strikers for “inciting a riot” (Foner, 34)—when city police tried to arrest workers in Howard County, their authority was questioned by a Howard county judge so Garrett, using a state law passed in 1860, simply commissioned the police as railroad constables and they returned to their posts
By night, news of the strike spread to Martinsburg, WVA and 100 men stopped the trains and blocked the tracks
July 17 (Tuesday)—after a request from the B & O, Governor Mathews of WVA sent 75 men of the Berkeley Light Infantry Guards, under command of Col. Faulkner, to Martinsburg—lined the track where a train was starting with a scab engineer and fireman—As the train reached the switch, a striker, William Vandergriff, tried to switch the train to a side track—a member of the militia in the train jumped down and tried to replace the switch—shooting started and the scabs deserted the train—the militia company marched up to its armory and, according to Harper’s Weekly, “ingloriously disbanded”—Vandergriff had been shot three times and his arm was amputated and nine days later, he died, leaving a pregnant wife—enormous community support in Martinsburg--
Strike in Baltimore joined by 140 members of the Boxmakers and Sawyers Union and 800 tin can makers, also in negotiations, joined the strike—some passenger trains were allowed to leave

Secretary of State Evarts and Attorney General Devens left Washington to tour the mining regions of eastern Pennsylvania as guests of the Pennsylvania Railroad--

July 18 (Wednesday)—strike spread to Wheeling and to Parkersburg, so Governor Mathews called for federal help. President Hayes issued a warning (Harpers thinks this proclamation was on July 21) to “cease and desist” within 24 hours--sent 250 regular troops to Martinsburg from Washington and Fort McHenry because the B & O had perishable goods waiting in Baltimore Harbor—the troops went on a B & O train and the company then billed the federal government for the cost--
In Keyser, for the first time black and white workers joined in a strike

July 19 (Thursday)—federal troops reached Martinsburg, armed with Springfield rifles and Gatling guns—found 1500 railroad cars and 13 locomotives blocked on the side tracks around town—under protection of federal troops, two trains were sent out, one going east and one going west—famous story of Engineer Bedford and his wife—finally a train, heavily guarded, left for Baltimore and took ten hours—
The Zepp family saga—Dick Zepp was arrested as a strike leader  but his brother, George, a B & O fireman, took a pistol and resolved to scab--

July 20 (Friday)—strike had crossed Ohio River and at Newark, OH and Columbus, trains were stopped and telegraph wires into Martinsburg were cut—

Workers on the Pennsylvania Railroad in Pittsburgh struck, with the issue that the company had doubled the number of cars on each train without increasing the crew—at the morning call, several fright conductors and brakemen refused to work and the numbers grew until 1400 men gathered at midnight, with 1500 cars standing, 200 of which contained perishable goods

July 21 (Saturday)—“A bloody one in the history of the strike,” according to Harper’s Weekly--as strikers began to stop trains in Cumberland, and pulled crews off, Governor John Lee Carroll ordered up the Maryland State Militia, with the plan of sending them to Cumberland—in Baltimore, the sound of fire bells—“Big Sam”-- called out the militia around 6 p.m. but the streets were crowded with families and neighbors just getting off work—crowds moved toward the two armories, The Sixth Regiment Armory at Front and Fayette Streets “is inhabited by the poorer classes, and much of the rough element frequents it.”—about 2,000 people surrounded this armory and supposedly took one worker who was trying to get into the armory and threw him into the Jones Falls at 7:30 p.m. 
At 8:15 p.m., as 150 militiamen, armed with Springfield rifles, left the building and began to march toward Camden Yards, and were assaulted as they left the building by a narrow door—citizens/rabble/mob/workers heroes threw bricks and the soldiers fired into the crowd—more shots at corner of Gay and Front Streets (site of Baltimore City Hall today) and then troops turned into Baltimore Street and more shots were fired near Baltimore and Holliday Streets (City Hall) and marched on to Howard Street and then to Camden Yards—10 people were killed, all innocent bystanders—The Baltimore Massacre—according to The Sun, among the dead was 14-year-old William Haurand, a newsboy working to support his invalid mother and family—“his brains were blown out on the corner of Baltimore and Holliday Streets”—Foner estimated that only 59 militiamen made it to Camden yards and that the others simply went home
Fifth Regiment was at the armory at the Richmond Market and marched to Camden Yards and both regiments were quartered in the station—around 10 p.m., about 15,000 upstanding citizens of Baltimore (more than regularly attend an Orioles game at the same location) tore up tracks so the militia could not leave and set fire to three cars attached to an engine and set on fire the south end of the station, the dispatchers station and several sheds—firemen put out the fire before the main station was set on fire—
July 21 (Saturday) in Pittsburgh as Governor Hartranft (who refused to pardon John Kehoe) ordered out the state militia from Philadelphia to support the local sheriff—no violence but no trains left the city—strike extended to Buffalo and Hornellsville, NY—

“The city of Pittsburgh was completely controlled by a howling mob, whose deeds of violence were written in fire and blood, according to Harper’s Weekly.—on the afternoon of July 21, Sheriff Fife tried to arrest some of the strikers and was stoned, and then troops and strikers fired at each other—workers thronged into the streets, and some rolling-mill workers broke into the Great Western Gun Works and took 200 rifles—by 7 p.m., the Philadelphia militia withdrew into the round house—just before midnight, the strikers torched the roundhouse
July 21 (Saturday)—President Haynes, a “Law and order” candidate” issued a proclamation warning strikers to disperse within 24 hours—a big issue was that most of the US Army was west of the Mississippi dealing with the Native Americans and federal troops had not been paid since July 1 since Congress had adjourned without voting an army appropriations bill
July 22 (Sunday)—an oil train in Baltimore was set on fire, all New York militia were called up and Governor Hartranft ordered out every regiment in the state—pitched battles all across the commonwealth of PA—in a conflict in Reading, 10 men were killed
July 23 (Monday)—the city of Baltimore was occupied by federal troops—700 at Camden Yards with two Gatling guns and field pieces to guard company property—the strike in Baltimore was finished--

July 25 (Wednesday)—according to Harpers, “hardly a road was running from the Hudson to the Mississippi and from Canada to Virginia”—“heavy rioting” in St. Louis and in Chicago—in San Francisco, a mob attacked Chinese workers and set fire to lumber yards--
July 26 (Thursday)—more conflict—strikers asked Governor Carroll for arbitration but B & O refused and aggressively tried to open the roads, offering bonuses of $ 50 (a month’s pay) for any worker who would return–workers presented demands to Garret as “suggestion for an amicable agreement”—Carroll wanted to break the strike
July 27 (Friday)—the New York Central was again running and the state militia was sent home

B & O strikers met with William Keyser, second VP, at Cross Street Institute, to hear company response to proposals—no settlement though the company letter was conciliatory—

August 1 (Wednesday)—lines basically reopened and strikers drifted back to work
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